Toxic epidermal necrolysis induced by sulfonamide eyedrops.
To describe a case of toxic epidermal necrolysis (TEN) triggered by sulfonamide eyedrops. A 9-year-old white boy with type I diabetes developed fever, constitutional symptoms, and a widespread blistering rash within hours of beginning a course of sulfonamide eyedrops for conjunctivitis. The patient was intubated and treated with broad-spectrum antibiotics and systemic and topical corticosteroids. The patient survived and has bilateral acuities of 20/30 at 12 months of follow-up. Pathological examination of a skin biopsy sample confirmed the diagnosis of TEN. TEN is a rare but life-threatening side effect of topical sulfonamide eyedrops.